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Career Activity Curriculum Topic: Your GPA

Career Activity: Your GPA
Activity Summary: This lesson will help students analyze where they currently stand with their GPA and tips to raise it. 

Estimated Time: 30-45 minutes

Learning Plan Activity: 10th and 11th Grade 	
Learning Outcomes: Students will reflect on their academic progress using their current transcripts to calculate their GPA. Students will review the importance of their GPA and tips to raise it.

Materials Needed:  PowerPoint, Pen, Computer, Transcripts*
Most recent transcripts for each student

Academic Vocabulary 
· Grade Point Average (GPA): the average obtained by dividing the total number of grade points earned by the total number of credits. 
· Cumulative GPA: represents an average of all final grade’s students earned from the time they first enrolled in a school to the completion of their education.


Introduction: [Use PowerPoint] This is usually the time when students start to realize just how important their GPA is, as it’s a major factor in which colleges, educational and certificate programs, scholarships, and internships you will eligible for after graduation and can affect your competitiveness for apprenticeships or jobs after graduation. 

Watch the director of dual credit at the College of Western Idaho (CWI) talk about the GPA and its significance. Play Video: Your High School GPA by Next Steps Idaho (~1.5 minutes)

Learning Activities/Procedures:
Activity: GPA Calculator: Use the Next Steps’ GPA Calculator to find out where you stand. Go to Next Steps GPA Calculator: https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/gpa-calculator/calculator 

Use your current high school transcript to calculate your GPA for each grade level and then find your cumulative GPA. *Note: If students are using their own transcript: Share the importance and confidentiality of their transcript and that, per FERPA, they are not permitted to see a classmate’s transcript. 

Tips to raise your GPA: Here are some tips you can use to help you improve or keep your GPA high throughout your high school years. 

Class Discussion: Use PowerPoint

Questions:
· Were you surprised by your current cumulative grade point average?
· Were any of your year’s GPAs lower than the others?
· What tips or strategies will you use to raise or keep your GPA high?

Adaptations: 
· If students are currently enrolled in a semester, have them add their current courses into the GPA calculator to see what their current classes are doing to their GPA. Have them change the grades up and down to see what happens to their GPA if their grades rise and lower this semester. 
· If students are unable to get their current high school transcripts, utilize the 9th grade “Your GPA - Intro” handout for a sample transcript for students to be able to use the GPA calculator. 

Evaluation:  Students will be able to complete the ‘Your GPA’ Learning Plan Activity. 	
 
Closing:  Your GPA can also be a major factor in which colleges, educational and certificate programs, scholarships, and internships you will be eligible for after graduation. Keeping your grades up will give you the widest array of opportunities for taking the next step in your education and career after high school. Utilize the tips to raise your GPA and finish strong!
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