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Career Activity Curriculum Topic: Overload and Dual Credit Courses

Career Activity: Overload and Dual Credit Courses: What are they?

Activity Summary: This lesson will help students identify what overload and dual credit courses are and introduce them to Idaho’s Advance Opportunities program.

Estimated Time: 20-30 minutes

Learning Plan Activity: 9th Grade Additional Activities: 10 (Your Dual Credit Options)

Learning Outcomes: Students will explore the difference between overload and dual credit courses. Students will also be able to learn more about Idaho’s Advance Opportunities program. 

Materials Needed:  PowerPoint

Academic Vocabulary 
· Overload Course: An overload course is a high school level course that is taken in excess of the student’s regular school day.
· Dual Credit: Dual credit are courses taken by high school students that are transcribed on their high school and college transcripts. 
· Exams: Students can utilize Advanced Opportunities funds to pay for a variety of college-credit bearing or career-technical exams. These include Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), College Level Examination Program (CLEP), or Career & Technical Education (CTE) exams.
· Workforce Training: Students can utilize Advanced Opportunities funds to pay for regionally approved workforce training courses at an Idaho public college in their area.

Introduction: [Use PowerPoint] The state of Idaho gives every high school student the opportunity to take extra or dual credit courses to fast-track high school completion through a program called Advanced Opportunities. Typically, students will start taking dual credit courses in 10th grade. Advanced Opportunities allow for students to individualize their high school learning plan to get a jump start on their future. These options include dual credit, workforce training, certification exams, Advanced Placement, and International Baccalaureate programs. Play Video: Advanced Opportunities (~9 minutes) 

Learning Activities/Procedures:

Review: Have you heard of Advanced Opportunities before watching this video? This is available to you! Students who want to take advanced coursework while attending an Idaho public school in grades 7-12 have this opportunity for them! What are you waiting for?! Do you plan on taking overload/dual credit courses in high school?



How do I sign up? How to participate: Students and parents must fill out an Advanced Opportunities participation form that outlines program risks and regulations prior to using funds. This form needs to be turned in at the school and will be kept on file with other student records. The participation form can be found online at the www.sde.idaho.gov/student-engagement/advanced-ops/ or at the student’s school.

Course and Credit Transferability: Students should create an Advanced Opportunities account at advancedops.sde.idaho.gov. Creating an account will allow students to request funds and track their account balance. Accounts must be approved by the school’s Advanced Opportunities staff. In some cases, school districts handle the request funding process internally. Please follow local policies and procedures, as local policies and deadlines can vary. Contact the Advanced Opportunities staff at the student’s school district for details. 

Adaptations: 
· Have students create an Advanced Opportunities account and/or have students take home the Fast Forward Participation Form.
· Explore Dual Credit course options available at your school with students and have them choose a few to take in the next few years. 
· To help provide course choices, the State of Idaho provides the Idaho Digital Learning Alliance (IDLA) as an online course provider that offers courses in partnership with all Idaho public middle and high schools. If certain courses are not available through the student’s local school, students can sign up for the course online through IDLA. In addition to typical course offerings for secondary credit, IDLA also offers dual credit, Advanced Placement, and flex options. More information can be found at www.idahodigitallearning.org 

Evaluation:  Students will be able to complete the 9th grade Learning Plan Activity: Overload and Dual Credit Courses: What are they?
· Have you heard of Advanced Opportunities before watching this video?
· Do you plan on taking overload/dual credit courses in high school?
 
Closing:  To find more information about Advanced Opportunities program information, developing a learning plan, or how to sign-up visit the Idaho State Department of Education Advanced Opportunities page to learn more.  [https://www.sde.idaho.gov/student-engagement/advanced-ops/index.html ]
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