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Career Activity Curriculum Topic: Career & Technical Education (CTE)

Career Activity: CTE Intro

Activity Summary: This lesson will introduce students to Idaho Career & Technical Education (CTE), the six program areas in Idaho CTE, and the associated student organizations. The activities will provide students with a deeper understanding of the pathways and occupations within CTE.

Estimated Time: 30-55 minutes 

Learning Plan Activity: 8th Grade 

Learning Outcomes: Students will know where to find information about CTE programs in Idaho. They will know what student organizations are associated with CTE. They will also be able to describe CTE options and occupations that are most interesting to them.

Materials Needed:  PowerPoint, Handout, Pen, Computer

Academic Vocabulary 
· CTE- Career & Technical Education: educational programs that specialize in the skilled trades, applied sciences, modern technologies, and career preparation
· Hands-on: experience or work involves actually doing a particular thing, rather than just talking about it or getting someone else to do it.

Introduction: [Use PowerPoint] You’ve got plenty of choices and time to explore post-high school opportunities. But the more you understand now, the easier it will be to make decisions (or at least have options) as you progress toward graduation. Life after high school might mean going to a four-year college or enrolling in a technical training program or figuring out a way to continue your education while you work. Today we are going to explore Career & Technical Education (CTE) programs here in Idaho. 

Play video: Career & Technical Education by Idaho Public Television (~28 minutes)
[Alternative video if limited time: CTE 101 by CTEWorks (~2.5 minutes)]

Learning Activities/Procedures:

Activity: Explore Idaho CTE Career Areas : 
Give students the Handout_Idaho Career & Technical Education Career Areas. Have students log into the Idaho CTE Website Career Areas: https://cte.idaho.gov/programs-2/career-areas/ to explore the 6 different CTE Career Areas. 
Seventeen Idaho Career Technical Schools (CTS) and six technical colleges across the state provide robust career-focused instruction to students in grades 8-12. The curriculum is made available to students attending regular Idaho high schools as well, often via CTE Digital through Idaho Digital. When you enroll in a CTE program, you learn by doing and gain real-world skills that employers are seeking. Find out which CTE program and/or student organization is right for you, and ask your school counselor about the possibilities.

Class Discussion: Use PowerPoint



Questions:
· What CTE areas interested you most?
· What careers interested you in those areas?
· Does your school have any of the student organizations?
· If so, would you consider joining them next year?

Adaptations: 
· If time allows, have each student share which of the 6 CTE areas they found most interesting. 
· Challenge the students to reach out and interview a person in a CTE occupation.

Evaluation:  Students will be able to complete the handout by exploring the different CTE program areas, student organizations, and careers available. 	
 
Closing:   If the program you are passionate about isn’t available at your high school there are 6 technical colleges in Idaho waiting for you when you graduate. Continue to explore an area that sounds interesting. If you would like to explore courses in High School, Idaho Digital Learning offers CTE digital courses for students at every high school in Idaho!
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